Blind-listening

ONE-BOX SYSTEMS £1,200-£1,600

Boxing
Clever

Can single-box ‘style systems’ deliver fine
sound alongside their beguiling looks?
Richard Black believes they can...

ONE-BOXSYSTEMS are gelling ever
more popular, and it’s not hard to see
why. Of course, dedicated gear-heads
can never have too much equipment,
but many others seemingly have no
desire to live their lives surrounded by
piles of electronics!

Fairenough, but no audiophile worth
his saltwill be in a hurry to throw quality
to the wind in the name of saving a few
square feet of hi-fi rack space.

What's really given the one-box
phenomenon legs in recent years has
been the fact that an increasing number
of these little beauties demonstrably
offer real sonic ability — while they may
still not quite match traditional hi-fi
separates, they’re now, at least, in the
same ball park,

Reasons for this range from the
continuing miniaturisation of
electronics, to the application of
audiophile best practice in the design
ofthese style systems, One thing
that’s made this possible is the rise in
the quality of high-power integrated
circuits; several of the unils in this group
use power ICs for theiroutput, and

madem ones are an order of magnitude
better than those of a few years ago in
terms distortion and noise.

Then there's the rise of switch-mode
powersupplies and switching power
amps, used by some ofthe units on
test here, While these don't necessarily
save on space, they can help keep
things compact by requiring much less
heatsinking and thermal management.

The latest one-box
systems no longer
need any special
pleading to compete

The upshot of all this is that the latest
one-box systems no longer need any
special pleading to compete with hi-fi
separates, And as we become more
accustomed to multiple digital sources
(MP3 players of every kind, computers/
streamers, set-top boxes, in addition to
good old CD), the logic of using a single
boxas DAC and integrated amp looks
ever more attractive, Read on to see
how theydo...
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myryad.co.uk including CD-TEXT information read

off suitably coded CDs.

The large type of the display means
vou can read what's going on from
across the room, The lack of USB
is offset by the ability to read MP3
CD-ROMs. Three line inputs are
provided, plus two digital (optical).
Power amplifier and power supply
are both switching designs.
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Super user interface, neat packaging and great sound

Sound quality

The Mi quickly established itself

as one of the definite successes of
the listening session. Our panel
immediately warmed to it from

the outset and found no reason

to change their mind. It has a
convincingly direct presentation and
a knack of getting stuck in to music
that can easily fool you that you are
listening to fancy hi-fi esoterica.

A few minor details give the
game away, however. There isn't
quite the sweet clarity in the
treble, for instance, that the very
finest kit can offer, but on the other
hand we're not sure any of the rival
one-box systems in this Blind-
Listening Group Test could teach
the Mi much in that department.

Stereo imaging is goad, but
possibly not the most precise in
terms of depth, and maybe one
could occasionally wish for slightly
more inner detail in complex
recordings, but as systems at this
price go there are really no
legitimate grounds for complaint.

Among other admirable qualities,
the Mi happily blends smoothness
with insight, steering well clear of
harshness, but never afraid of music
with real bite. This made it equally
adept in the rather angular sounds
of Pink Floyd and in the luscious
classical orchestration of Dvorak.

It has good bass extension with
well-balanced weight, tunefulness
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and attack, and its midrange tonality
is very even. We did feel that the
digital inputs lagged a little behind
the CD wransport in precision, and
once again the radio is little better
than so-so; although that's not
unexpected at this price.

Overall, a confident and convincing
sound that's hard not to like.

This is a genuinely 'digital’ amplifier and
Myryad's choice of D2A Class D modules
ensures a reliable 60W/105W 8/40hm
power delivery with very little headroom
under dynamic conditions - a feature of
PWM amplification. The Miis phase
inverting on line (tape) out, but not
through the power amp. Response is
limited to just over 20kHz by the 48kHz
sample rate, peaking slightly at +0.4dB
Into 8ohm but rolling gently away to
-1.7dB Into 4ohm loads. It's designed to
be ‘flat’ into 60hm. Midrange distortion is
low for this technology at ~0.03% and the
85dB A-wtd S/N ratio (re. odBW) remains
competitive with analogue amps.

CD performance has been slightly
refined since the Mi's launch in 2008,
the A-wtd S/N now just over the 16-bit
standard at 98.4dB and low-level linearity
true to £0.1dB over a full 100dB dynamic
range. Peak level THD Is low at 0.0008%
but jitter remains high at 18oopsec. PM
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BLIND LISTENING |
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Blind-listening verdicts

Richard Black is suitably impressed by the quality of this month’s
one-box system selection, but there can only be one winner...

More perhaps, than with items such
as (D players, amplifiers and
loudspeakers, purchasers are likely
to be swayed by the feature counts of

equipment like the Aura and Myryad
systems, for example.

Similarly, there are ways around the
lack of analogue or digital inputs on

coarseness detracts somewhat from

theappeal of its strongly defined bass.
Ifanything, the Cyrus is even more

detailed, at least in the way it throws

<

one-box systems, None of these one or two other units, soin a sense outastereo image, Again though, it Wefeltthatthe
units has everything (though the the issue of features isn’t that critical. could do with just a little more impact :)‘,’,';:m?m
Rotel comes pretty close), and they That, then, leaves us looking mainly in the lower half of the spectrum. averallthe most
alloffer a different subset of the atsound quality... Elipson’s MC1 brings some real punch satisfying here. It
facilities one might look for in such a We ended up with some similar and liveliness to the party, an apt term ;Z:’:f::ﬁ';‘,h W
device. Only one (Cyrus) lacks a CD scores across the group, but sonic to use for a very ‘foot-tapping’ unit that anddown, anda
player, but that is perhaps the differences still exist. For instance, the also brings out plenty of detail. We did beautifully judged
easiest role tofill. On the other Arcam has plenty of subtlety and detail, have a few reservations about its treble g:gﬂ:;m
hand, the systems devoid of butisn’tasvibrantasit might be. This though, which could be cleaner. Aboveallelse, thisis
streaming capabilities could easily makes it less immediately exciting than Finally, the Rotelis also a lively unit, the system that gets
beenhanced by the addition of a some, though we certainly found itan perhaps a little shy of detail now and mm’:ﬂ'ﬁ;ﬁd
Logitech Squeezebox Touch, which eminently listenable piece of kit in the then, but well specified and million miles from
viaits digital output is eminently long run. The Aura is also quite significantly more powerful than the ;“":‘s‘:m‘;::f:::
suited to upgrading quality civilised, though a touch of treble others when allis said and done... a?,zp.ymu;e
point that high levels

ofintegrationareno
enemy of livelyand
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Make/model Arcam Aura Cyrus Elipson Myryad Rotel
Solo Neo Note Premier Streamline MC1 Mi RCX-1500
Price | f1,400 £1,495 £1,600 £1,300 : tl.g”_ £1,395
Sound | e s S A * % % & ko ok Ak hkkhkhk  hokkhkk  khkkk
Value | s o Je ok * %k & K i Yok ok ok kAKX AKX | hkkhkk | hhkkk
Bulld | e A o K ok L 2. 0. 0.6 SRR & & & © 1 * % % & R.0.0.0. 0.1 * K &k
Featores | e e o e & * % Kk Yk ok ok * %k * &k iS00 6.
Conclusion | v e * ok Kk Eode ok D 8 & & ¢ R 8. 6.6 & dE 33 'S
Great for background Visualy seriking with Apractical way to access Stands out visually and Doesavery good job of Comprebensively
mausic, but ultimatety  somenood parformance modem digtalsources, ¢ sonically, with sound : playing CDs and adds featured and exsyto
lacks some insight levels, plus a decent with sophisticated that comfortadly useful connectivity to i uSe,with attention.
and bite feature set i Sound to match ¢ Iranscends expectations Apple portable devices i grabbing sound
Key features
Dincluded  Yes | Yes i No ! Yes Yos Yes
; Radioincluded | DAB/FM FM/AM DAB/FM ] DAB/FM VFM/AM
_ Analogueinputs | 4 B2 -0 S e  a
Digitalinputs = Opt. . 2opt 3elec, : th._ i 20pL - Optfelec,
Streaming | Yes i Mo Yes Yes - No L oYes
Output power | 35w i sow 30w i 6ow i sow Y
- STREAMER: PHONO STAGE: LOUDSPEAKER:
i Logitech Squeezebox Touch £239 Cambridge Audio Azur 640P £100 Tannoy Definition DC8 £2,200
Thisis simply the nlcest way to access music stored None of these systems includes a phono stage. One stand: that has imp dusls

on your computer or Luckily, dedicated phono amps exist for exactly Tannoy's latest incarnation
oaline, The touchscreen this situation, and this is one of our favourites. of its Dual Concentric design,
Interface and well- With elther moving-magnet or moving-coilcartridges, = usinga tweeter mounted at
theught-out menu it gets a great sound out of vinyl, despite its the centre of a woofer to give
! structure make it a breeze budget price. the best possible spatial
~ tonavigate. It'sthe ) 553 alignment of drive units. This
. perfectadd-on for any \ i = gives communicative sound
~ digital kit that lacks ~ L with great coherence.
 streaming capabilities. /
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